
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 pandemic is not only affecting health sector of our country but its indirect 

effect on social economic status of individuals and population are devastated. One of 

the major impacts is to stay home in order to maintain social distance hence pushing 

institutions to work from home.   

The Academy under the leadership of Mr. Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar was in full 

swing in the months of February and March 2020 as training programs were 

continued without any break and per participant training cost was quite low during 

the period. Keeping in view of Covid-19 pandemic condition in the province training 

related activities were discontinued and online programs were planned. Under the 

leadership of Mr. Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, training material on different 

subjects were developed. Indeed, during this period when academy was closed 

officials were working from home and they did substantial work to structure 

academic activities. It is appreciated that the Acting Director General utilized the 

lockdown period effectively and now this issue highlights the activities which are 

shared with judicial officers working in District Courts 
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On 23 June 2020, Sindh Judicial Academy (SJA), on the kind 

directions and superior guidance of the Hon’ble Mr. 

Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Judge High Court of Sindh 

& Acting Director General of Sindh Judicial Academy, 

organized a virtual expert group meeting (EGM) for Anti-

terrorism Courts (ATC) Judges from Sindh.  

This online consultative meeting was organized in 

collaboration with the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC), Country Office Pakistan and National 

Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA). 

 

Mr. Jeremy Milsom, UNODC Country Representative, apprised the learned participants 

about the background of this initiative, development of this toolkit and its salient 

parameters.  

 

The regional toolkit was developed with the active support and engagement of many senior 

judges from all South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries, 

including Pakistan as Honourable former Chief Justice of Pakistan Mr. Asif Saeed Khosa, along 

with eight additional judges attended series-of-meetings and extended their support to this 

important regional initiative. 

 

Sindh Judicial Academy welcomed the 

participants and thereafter highlighted 

upon the need & importance of 

customizing this toolkit which would 

support moving towards a harmonized 

approach during the adjudication of 

terrorism cases at national level.  

 

 

Mr. Masood Karimipour, Chief of Terrorism Prevention Branch, UNODC appreciated the efforts of 

UNODC (country office, Pakistan), SJA, NACTA and other stake 

holders. He observed that: The Pakistan-UNODC cooperation is 

producing results through targeted training and tools. One such tool 

is “The South Asia Regional Toolkit”, which shall further be 

customized for Judges in Pakistan, which will serve as a reference 

guide tailored towards meeting the needs of Judges in the country. 

 

Mr. Asif Paracha, the Member NACTA, expressed appreciation for the technical assistance being 

delivered by SJA and UNODC under the framework of PACT and acknowledged the financial 

support of the European Union.  

   

Ms. Anne Marchal, the EU Charge’ Affaires, stressed upon the important role which judiciary 

plays in the criminal justice system especially in terrorism cases for upholding rule of law and 

human rights. 
 

The initial online consultative meeting was attended by Faculty Members of SJA, related experts 

from UNODC, NACTA as well as over 25 ATC Judges from Sindh, 02 United States District Court 

Judges along with a Magistrate from Australia who participated as subject-matter experts. They 

shared their experience and knowledge with participants on judicial management of the 

proceedings and alluded on the importance of physical evidence including forensic, electronic 

and financial along with their admissibility in parallel to the witness testimonies.   
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Hon’ble Acting Director General Mr. Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar directed 

to develop syllabus for newly appointed Additional District & Sessions 

Judges, Senior Civil Judges/Assistant Session Judges/Rent Controller, Civil 

Judges and Judicial Magistrates.  Syllabus for Additional District & Sessions 

Judges was designed which reflected training period as two months, and 

various subjects were included in the syllabus. It mainly has three 

components viz Personality Development and Observing Code of Conduct, 

Knowledge of relevant Laws and 

the skills required to act as judge.  

Communication skill and case court management was also felt necessary 

topics for the judges and therefore these were also made part of syllabus. 

Objective of developing syllabus was to structure training and to keep the 

trainers to be focused on the practical aspects that may be faced by newly 

appointed judicial officers while presiding court of law. Soft copy of the 

document is available at Sindh Judicial Academy website:  

www.sja.gos.pk/assets/Handbook/ADJS.pdf for comments, aiming to 

further improve the document. 

 

 

 

Syllabus/Training 

Manual for Senior Civil 

Judges/Assistant 

Sessions Judges/Rent 

Controllers was planned 

and at the first instance 

necessary material for 

Rent Controller is 

designed which contains 

necessary information 

about the 

subject/topics. An 

attempt has been made 

to include curriculum 

and reflect training 

methodology so that 

trainer may be 

facilitated, and he may 

concentrate to the 

identified material and 

topics. However, he will 

be encouraged to add 

  

 

 

 newly published case 

law and refer the 

amendments, if any, 

introduced in recent 

part. The document also 

contains necessary 

reading material 

including case law and 

exercises that may be 

used during training 

process. As to measure 

trainees’ interest, a post 

assessment has also 

been designed. These 

manuals are complete 

solution and therefore 

would benefit to the 

trainees and facilitate 

trainers. 

 

 

RENT LAW MANUAL FOR RENT CONTROLLERS 
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District Legal Empowerment Funds could not be utilized by the District & 

Sessions Judges as shared by Law and Justice Commission of Pakistan. There 

would be many reasons of it; however, one need to possess awareness 

about the availability of funds. To Facilitate Justice sector stakeholders 

including the litigants, guidelines were developed with intention to share 

with them publicly. A training program containing necessary material was 

also designed during the reported period aiming at effective utilization of 

this legal mechanism and its funds. It may be seen at SJA website 

(www.sja.gos.pk/assets/manuals/Submission-of-Challan.pdf) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession statement is made by an 

accused before Magistrate during course 

of investigation. Superior courts in many 

cases discarded the statement on the 

ground that it has defects and the 

Magistrate did not observe the procedure 

as prescribed in law and failed to follow 

the guidelines issued by the Superior 

Courts from time to time. The material 

has been developed with the assistance of visiting faculty members. It contains 

relevant law mentioned in Code Criminal Procedure, 1898, Qanun-e-Shahadat 1984, 

Police Rules 1934, High Court Rules & Orders, Criminal Court Circulars etc. Relevant 

case Law, exercises, guidelines, post assessment have also been made part of the 

document. The objectives of developing the document is to facilitate trainers and 

trainees. (The judges, prosecutors and investigators) so as to avoid repetition of 

common mistakes. Identification Test Parade is another weak area as observed by 

Hon’ble Superior Courts in their recent judgments. A module on this subject has also 

been designed by incorporating all necessary materials. It is developed on the same 

lines as developed on the subject of confession statement. 
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A Memorandum of Understanding was signed (MoU) between Sindh Judicial Academy & the United Nations Office on Drug and 

Crime (UNODC) in the year 2018 for establishment of E-Learning Centre at Newly constructed building at Bath Island, Karachi. 

The UNODC provided complete equipment for 

setting up E-learning center. 

SJA staff were provided training for managing and assigning 92 modules. All computers are connected through LAN. 

A training program was organized by associating prosecutors from Sindh & Baluchistan. 20 Participants attended the program. 

 

IT administrator assigned a training module to individual participants by generating an I.D. and password. Trainees after accessing 

assigned module watched and heard an 

audio/video Lecture and responded to a few 

questions asked during e-lecture.  Lastly, an assessment was given to the trainees as to assess their Learning Quantum. 

They system generates a certificate in favour of successful trainees. There are General lectures on Money laundering, Cybercrime, 

Counter terrorism, Code of conduct, Judicial integrity etc. 
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Sindh Judicial Academy has another E-learning system 

known an E-Capri. This system provide facility to 

develop and upload self-designed programs. Sindh 

Judicial Academy tested the system by developing and 

assigning training session to justice sector stakeholders. 

It remained successful and during testing phase - 1, 50 

Judges, 55 advocates and 14 others have successfully 

completed training session by obtaining 75% to 90% 

marks.  

Step 6:  (MCQ’s) 

Step: 1 (Login) Step: 2 (List of Modules) 

Step: 3 (Select Module) Step: 5 (Select Test) 

Step: 7 (Results / Marksheet) Step: 8 (Certificate) 

Step: 4 (Module Video) 

E-LEARNING MODULE UNDER E-CAPRI 



  
 

A One-day training was conducted by Sindh Judicial Academy 

(SJA) on Consumer Protections Laws on June 27, 2020.  This 

training was initially planned for March 21, 2020 at Karachi, 

however, due to the lockdown situation (COVID-19), the 

training was postponed. Keeping in view the safety of the 

consumer protection court Judges and the importance of the 

training, efforts were made to use Information Technology to 

impart knowledge. The participants joined the meeting from 

their duty stations, using MS Teams Software. SJA worked 

diligently to ensure that the participants are well versed to 

use this software and provided technical support prior to the 

event.  

 

The 5-hour training started with the 

recitation of the Holy Quran.                        

Mr. M. Shahid Shafiq, D&SJ/Senior 

Faculty Member, SJA thanked the 

participants and invited the Honorable 

Mr. Justice Mohammad Ali Mazhar, 

Judge High Court of Sindh, Acting 

Director General, Sindh Judicial Academy 

for opening remarks.  Mr. Justice M. A. 

Mazhar explained that due to the 

importance of this training, efforts were 

made for the online option instead of 

waiting for the situation to normalize. He 

underscored the importance of consumer protection courts for giving relief to the consumers and assured that he will continue to 

provide guidance and support for this noble cause.  

Mr. Justice Mehmood Maqbool 

Bajwa, Former Judge High Court of 

Lahore shared insights about the 

consumer protection laws. He gave 

a detailed analysis of the consumer 

laws in Pakistan and the important 

clauses. He also gave references of 

relevant judgments that were reported and can still be 

applied by the participants while their dealing cases in their 

respective districts. He gave a detailed overview about the 

jurisdiction of consumer protection courts.  

Mr. Munir Ahmad, Head of Programs at Consumer Rights 

Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad spoke about the consumer 

protection debate in many countries of the world and the 

development of UN Guidelines in 1985 which were revised in 

2015. He gave an overview of the current situation in Pakistan 

with reference to Consumer Laws and Consumer Courts. He 

stressed that there is a need for closer coordination between 

the State, Market and Consumers. Government needs to 

increase the awareness about the consumer protection laws 

in  S indh to empower the consumers. He also said that E-

Commerce Policy of 2019 can be successful if there is a robust 

grievance redressal mechanism and the law is updated to 
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specifically incorporate E-Commerce in Consumer Protection Laws.  He said, that with some support, CRCP can provide technical 

assistance for legal Gap Analysis.  

 

Mr. Habib Ullah Amir, Director General Punjab Judicial Academy discussed about the case law 

and the experience of Consumer Courts of the Punjab. He gave several examples from different 

sectors and how those can be applied by the participants in Sindh. He also spoke about the 

procedures of complaint handling, award of damages and compensation. Participants discussed 

about the health sector, federal government departments such as electricity, Gas and 

interpretation of the judgments given the by Supreme Court, Islamabad High Court and Lahore 

High Court, Lahore.  

The participants shared their experiences and challenges in some cases and the panel members responded in detail about those 

issues and quoted specific cases that have room for interpretation and application in Sindh Consumer Protection Courts. In order 

to make it a unique learning experience and enhance the skill set of the participants several exercises were done which were 

provided in the resource material (Training Manual). These exercises were based on actual cases from different sectors and 

different countries so that the participants are well prepared to handle a broad set of consumer cases.  

 

Mr. Muhammad Shahid Shafiq and Mr. Javed Ahmed Keerio discussed 

the exercise asked views from trainee judges and thereafter gave them 

feedback and correct solution of the exercise.  

The participants thanked SJA for organizing this event, which was highly 

beneficial for them and appreciated the efforts and vision of SJA in using 

IT to impart such training. This was very efficient as it saved the travel 

time, and they got useful information while being in their duty stations. 

All panel members highly appreciated the role of Honorable Mr. Justice 

Mohammad Ali Mazhar. 

Mr. Shahid Shafiq thanked the Honorable Mr. 

Justice Mohammad Ali Mazhar for his leadership 

and support for the cause of consumers. He also 

thanked the speakers for their support and time, 

and the participants for their enthusiasm and active 

participation in the training. He also thanked CRCP, 

Islamabad for cooperation & providing technical 

assistance in organizing the event.  
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