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Introduction 

1. Sindh Judicial Academy was established by 

the Sindh Act No. IX of 1994 to improve the working 

and skill of district judiciary and the justice sector 

stakeholders with the following objects: 

 a) Legal orientation, training of members of the 

subordinate judiciary, law officers and members of 

the bar;  

b) Continuous education of the members of the subordinate judiciary;  

c) Holding of conferences, seminars, workshops for improving of judicial 

system and quality of judicial work;  

d) Providing opinion and constitutional research;  

e) To conduct departmental examination of the members of establishment of 

the High Court and subordinate Courts; and 

f) Publishing of general memorize, research papers and reports. 

The Sindh Judicial Academy has realized that investigation officer need 

technical assistance to improve their working and training in the light of 

recent judgment of apex court would be useful for them.   

1.1 Sindh Police has undertaken to compliment for its efforts to propel into 

the 21st century. Through constant implementation of innovative ideas, 

training, performance evaluation and introspection the Sindh Police has 

strived to fine tune its efforts to serve the province. To achieve the objective a 

collaboration was developed with Sindh Judicial Academy to get benefit of 

their expertise. A series of training program was planned under the umbrella 

of a Memorandum of Understanding and present training program is the first 

step towards achieving the goals. This initiative was formulated by Mr. Justice 

Khilji Arif Hussain, Director General, Sindh Judicial Academy and Mr. A.D 

Khuwaja, I.G Sindh Police.  

2. Memorandum of Understanding  
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As both the institutes decided to work jointly to 

enhance capacity of investigators by imparting 

trainings and initiating research studies and therefore 

entered into a Memorandum of Understanding. Main 

features of a MoU read as under: 

 Plan and design training programs in venture; 

 Develop empirical study to review the prevalent training course syllabus 

of police training centre; 

 Carry out research studies as to surface causes of errors in 

investigation and to develop procedures and recommendations to 

enhance the quality and public trust; 

 Maintain more frequent coordination and working relation to enhance 

capacity of investigators; 

 Arrange specialized training module for sharing and implementing the 

commands of the apex courts find mention in number of case laws; and  

 Exchange faculty members to share experiences. 

3. Aims and Objectives of the Training Program 

i. To share importance of investigation and its impact on trial,  

ii. To share apex courts opinion and verdicts with the investigation officers 

aiming to enhance their capacity and to provide them some guidelines 

to be followed during investigation and while submitting challan. 

4. Sessions Proceedings 

A three-day Training Program from 06-3-2017 to 08-03-2017 for twenty 

investigators was held at Sindh Judicial Academy. Most of the sessions were 

conducted by the Faculty Members of Sindh Judicial Academy. Whereas Dr. 

Rana Khan an expert in Forensic Sciences was associated in the training 

program. 

4.1 Session I Ms. Nuzhat Ara Alvi, Sr. Faculty Member addressed to the 

participants & discussed different aspect of Registration of FIR. She shared 
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her experiences with the trainees. She referred to relevant provisions of the 

Police Rules, 1934.  

4.2 Session II Dr. Qammaruddin Bohra, Sr. Faculty Member shared his 

experiences with the participants.  
 
4.3 Session III This session was initially planned to be conducted by Mr. 

Shahadat Awan, Prosecutor General. However due to his professional 

engagement he could not visit the 

Academy. Mr. Muhammad Shahid 

Shafiq & Dr. Ch. Wasim Iqbal, Faculty 

Members conducted the session 

jointly. They discussed different 

scenarios and asked from the trainees 

to identify types of evidence that may 

be collected in-given situation. One of the scenario reads as under:  

 

یع ےن  ےن  ادمح امجیل  دم ےٹیب ا تیاکش وہ رکاحرض ںیم اھت یل امر رک لتق درج رکوایئ ہک اےکس  ےن وگ ور میلس  وک ادمح ا ربک 

ایرک  ور  د ا ےکس ےہ۔  ےک  ا ےہ رمکےٹیب یک الش رھگ  ںیم وموجد  ۔ ا  بج ہک دوون، ے  وہ  ےئ ۔ںی ر   ں مزلام  ارا

ز عم مزلام  ےک وفری وطر رپ اجےئ ووقع رپ  SIاالطع رپ ڈوییٹ ارسف  ور اچنہپاخ  ونا لی وصرت احل اک ذ ےہ ات ےہ ا

ےہ ۔  اعمہنئ  رک ےہ ات 

ےف رپ  اکی زیم وموجد ےہ وناش دووتمیف یک الش وص  ۔  س رپ دو  پ ئاےئ تچ اپیئ اجیت ےہ ۔ وصےف ےک اسےنم 

ور اکی اپین اک الگ  آداھ  رد رھبا ا  وموجد ےہ اجےئ وا

ل

ٹ

اکی سپ ور وہا وموجد ےہ ۔ الش ےک رقبی  ا ات رپ میلک 

 راتہ ےہ۔ ںیم اجسد وموجد ۔ںی ۔ وج ہک واعق ےک وگاہ ۔ںی ۔ میلک دمیع ےک رھگ ےک ربارب 

 

4.3.1 The trainees, after having perusal, identified types of evidence that were 

to be collected. The trainees were appreciated as they rightly identified which 

are listed below: 

i. Statement of eye witness (Direct evidence)  

ii. Medical examination of dead body (Medical evidence) 

iii. Specimen of blood stain (Expert’s evidence) 
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iv. Sample of sofa cushion where dead body was lying and to collect body 

hairs and referring them to DNA test (Scientific/expert’s evidence) 

v.  Recovery of pistol and empty bullet (Physical evidence)  

vi. Securing tea cups and water glass with substance for swab testing 

(Physical evidence) 

vii. Photograph from scene of incident (Documentary evidence) 

viii. Memo of site inspection (Documentary evidence) 

ix. Sketch of site inspection (Documentary evidence) 

4.3.2  Speakers also shared that statement of a witness under section 

161 Cr.P.C. or admission of accused on a particular fact relating to crime may 

be recorded through audio & video devices and such evidence may be relied 

on during trial. Speakers referred to a case decided by Hon’ble High Court 

citied in Sikandar Ali Lashari v. State [2016 YLR 62 Karachi] whereby Hon’ble Court 

observed that the evidence secured in USB and C.D may be provided t;o the 

accused before initiating trial so that he may have an idea of the evidence is 

being brought against him. It was also shared that submission of challan 

under section 173 is subject to scrutiny of prosecutor and there after it is 

examined by the court taking cognizance. It was also shared that even after 

submission of challan higher Police Officer may direct for further investigation 

or reinvestigation that may be assigned to same investigation officer or refer 

to another officer. Speakers referred to judgment of Apex Court viz Soba Khan 

V. The State 2016 SCMR 1325 and Sohail Jiwani V. Ghulam Qadir Thebo, Additional 

Inspector-General of Police 2016 P. Cr. L.J 107 Karachi. The participants were 

having some reservation on the role of prosecutor and therefore it was felt 

necessary to share section 173 Cr. P.C. deals with submission of challan and 

sections 9(4) and 10(1) of the Sindh Criminal Prosecution Service Act, 2009 

those refer to scrutiny of challan and responsibility of the Investigation 

Officers. These sections read as under:  

 “9(4) The Prosecutor shall scrutinize the report or the request and 

 may –  
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(a) return the same within three days to the Officer Incharge of Police 

Station or  Investigation Officer, as the case may be, if he finds the 

same to be defective, for removal of such defects, as may be identified by 

him; or 

 (b) if it is fit for submission, file it before the Court of competent 

 jurisdiction.” 

 “10. (1) An Officer Incharge of a Police Station or the Investigation 

 Officer shall-  

 (a) immediately report to the District Public Prosecutor, the 

 registration of each criminal case by sending a copy of the First 

 Information Report;  

 (b) send the police report under section 173 of the Code, to the 

 concerned Prosecutor within the period prescribed by law; and  

(c) if an investigation is not completed or cannot be completed within  the 

time provided under the law, record reasons for the delay and inform the 

Prosecutor.” 

  

4.4. Session IV Dr. Rana Khan shared her 

experiences with the trainees & discussed 

different aspects which are listed below: 

i. Importance of expert evidence in 

criminal justice system. 

ii. Mandatory requirements for an 

expert’s evidence 

iii. Laws related to Expert’s Opinion/evidence in Pakistan 

iv. Basic requirements for admission of the report under section 510 

Cr.P.C. 

v. Articles related to expert’s opinion under the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order, 

1984 

vi. Expert’s Opinion under the Police Rules, 1934 
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vii. Importance of Investigating Officer as an Expert 

viii. Importance of DNA (Deoxyribonucleic Acid) test 

ix. Function of DNA 

x. Case Study 

4.4.1 She while explaining importance of the expert witness stated that he is 

expected to bring the technical evidence to the level of a layman and simple 

and clear language to be used. The expert evidence is covered by the Articles 

59, 60, 65 & 84 Qanoon-e-Shahadat Order, 1984 so also under the sections 

509 & 510 Criminal Procedure Code, 1898 

4.4.2 She emphasized that original report should be produce in evidence. It 

must be formally tendered and must be ‘under the hand’ of the expert. If the 

report alone is considered sufficient, it should contain all the information 

which the officer would have been able to furnish if he had examined as a 

witness. When the report is meager and cryptic and incomplete, it is open to 

the Court to summon and examine the expert. 

4.4.3 She identified and shared expert’s opinion under the police’s rules, 

1934 which are as under:  

i. Technical assistance in investigation under police rule 25.14 

ii. Expert Evidence under Police Rules 25.15 

iii. Medico-Legal Opinion under Police Rules 25.19 

iv. Medico Examination of Women under Police Rules 25.22 

v. Post Mortem Examination - When and By Whom Held Under Police 

Rules 25.36 

vi. Post Mortem Examinations—Action to be taken by Police under Police 

Rules 25.37 

vii. How articles for Medical Examination are sent under Police Rules 25.40 

viii. Chemical examiner channel of communication with (other than 

poisoning cases)  under police Rules 25.41 
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ix. Matter how forwarded to Chemical Examiner (In Poisoning Cases) 

Under Police Rules 25.45 

x. Report of Medical Officer under Police Rules 25.47 

4.4.4 She shared admissibility of investigating officers’ evidence as an expert. 

According to her it would not be possible to lay down any hard and fast rule 

on the question. Generally, an Investigating Officer is not an expert. However, 

there may be some exceptions to this rule. Investigating Officer could be 

treated as an expert and his opinion in certain situation could fall within the 

ambit of the relevant provisions of Qanun-e-Shahadat and could be brought 

on record as legal evidence. PLD 1992 Lahore 314. 

4.4.5 She defined chromosomes, genes and heredity. She also discussed a 

case study having following facts. Two murders had occurred, one in 1983 

and one in 1986. In both murders, a young woman was raped and strangled 

while walking in an isolated area. After the second murder, police arrested a 

17 years old man who worked as a kitchen porter at a mental hospital. 

Jeffery’s analyzed the semen samples from both victims and concluded that 

one individual was the source of both semen samples, and the accused 

kitchen porter was excluded as the source of the source of the semen. Police 

collected blood samples from 5512 local male residents to find a match. One 

individual, Colin Pitchfork, drew suspicion when he had a friend give his blood 

and pose as Pitchfork. Pitchfork was arrested; his blood sample was taken 

and matched that of the semen stains. This was the start of the police relying 

on DNA testing to confirm the identity of a suspect. 

4.5 Session VI The participants were informed in detail different types of 

evidence viz direct, documentary, circumstantial, demonstrative, digital, 

forensic, hearsay, physical, prima facie and testimonial which may be 

collected & gathered during the course of investigation. The speakers 

explained concept of different types of evidence and emphasized that the 

investigators, being key stakeholder, have much responsibility to collect 

maximum evidence. They explained: 
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i. Direct Evidence: The most powerful type of evidence, direct evidence 

requires no inference. The evidence alone is the proof. This could be the 

testimony of a witness who saw first-hand an incident of a crime. 

ii. Documentary Evidence: Most commonly considered to be written forms 

of proof, such as letters or wills, documentary evidence can also include other 

types of media, such as images, video or audio recordings, etc. 

iii. Circumstantial Evidence: Also, known as indirect evidence, this type of 

evidence is used to infer something based on a series of facts separate from 

the fact the argument is trying to prove. It requires a deduction of facts from 

other facts that can be proven and, while not considered to be strong evidence. 

iv. Demonstrative Evidence: An object or document is considered to 

be demonstrative evidence when it directly demonstrates a fact. It’s a 

common and reliable kind of evidence. Examples of this kind of evidence 

are photographs, video and audio recordings, charts, etc. This could be 

an audio recording of someone’s harassing behavior or a photograph of 

offensive graffiti. 

v. Digital Evidence: Digital evidence can be any sort of digital file from 

an electronic source. This includes email, text messages, instant 

messages, files and documents extracted from hard drives, electronic 

financial transactions, audio files, video files. Digital evidence can be 

found on any server or device that stores data, including some lesser-

known sources such as home video game consoles, GPS sport watches 

and internet-enabled devices used in home automation. Digital 

evidence is often found through internet searches using open source 

intelligence (OSINT). 

Challenges of digital evidence 

Collecting digital evidence requires a skillset not always needed 

for physical evidence. There are many methods for extracting digital 

evidence from different devices and these methods, as well as the 

devices on which evidence is stored, change rapidly.  Investigators need 

to either develop specific technical expertise or rely on experts to do the 

extraction for them. 
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Preserving digital evidence is also challenging because, unlike physical 

evidence, it can be altered or deleted remotely. Investigators need to be 

able to authenticate the evidence, and also provide documentation 

to prove its integrity. 

vi. Forensic Evidence: Forensic Evidence is scientific evidence, 

such as DNA, trace evidence, fingerprints or ballistics reports, and can 

provide proof to establish a person’s guilt or innocence. Forensic 

evidence is generally considered to be strong and reliable evidence and 

alongside helping to convict criminals, its role in exonerating the 

innocent has been well documented. The term “forensic” means “for the 

courts”. Its use in workplace investigations is generally limited to 

serious cases that may end up in court. 

vii. Hearsay Evidence: Hearsay evidence consists of statements made 

by witnesses who are not present. While hearsay evidence is not 

admissible in court, it can be relevant and valuable where the burden 

of proof is less robust than in court. 

viii. Physical Evidence: As would be expected, evidence that is in the 

form of a tangible object, such as a firearm, fingerprints, rope 

purportedly used to strangle someone, or tire casts from a crime scene, 

is considered to be physical evidence. Physical evidence is also known 

as “real” or “material” evidence. It can be presented in court as an 

exhibit of a physical object, captured in still or moving images, 

described in text, audio or video or referred to in documents. 

ix. Prima Facie Evidence: Meaning “on its first appearance” this is 

evidence presented before a trial that is enough to prove something 

until it is successfully disproved or rebutted at trial e.g. the incident 

took place in day time and accused was successfully identified by the 

accused.  

x. Statistical Evidence: Evidence that uses numbers (or statistics) to 

support a position is called statistical evidence. This type of evidence is 

based on research or polls. 
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xi. Testimonial Evidence: One of the most common forms of evidence, 

this is either spoken or written evidence given by a witness under oath. 

It can be gathered in court, at a deposition or through an affidavit.  

5. They were also shared that a criminal case may be proved by producing 

solitary evidence of an eye witness and Police Officers are as good witnesses 

as a witness from public and accused can be convicted on the basis of 

circumstantial evidence. It was also shared that in any case due to defective 

investigation accused cannot get benefit. Flowing case laws were shared on 

these issues:  

In C. Muniappan and Others vs. State of Tamil Nadu, 2010 (9) SCC 567, the following 

discussion and conclusion are relevant which are as follows: 

“55. There may be highly defective investigation in a case. However, it is to be examined as 

t;o whether there is any lapse by the IO and whether due to such lapse any benefit should be 

given to the accused. The law on this issue is well settled that the defect in the investigation by 

itself cannot be a ground for acquittal.”  

In Gajoo vs. State of Uttarakhand, 2012 (9) SCC 532, while reiterating the same principle 

again, this Court held that defective investigation, unless affects the very root of the 

prosecution case and is prejudicial to the accused should not be an aspect of material 

consideration by the Court.  

The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India in the case known as Best Bekary case in Zahira 

Habibullah H. Sheikh v. State of Gujarat, reported in 2004(3) Supreme 210 : 2004 AIR SCW 

2325, observed that "In the case of defective investigation the Court has to be circumspect in 

evaluating the evidence and may have to adopt an active and analytical role to ensure that truth 

is found by having recourse to Section 311 or at a later stage also resorting to Section 

391 instead of throwing hands in the air in despair.  

The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in judgement titled as "Ramesh Krishna Madhusudan 

Nayar vs. State of Maharashtra" reported in 2008 Crl.LJ 1023" upheld 

a conviction under Section 302 IPC based on the sole testimony of a witness. The Court held 

that "on the basis of a solitary evidence conviction can be maintained. ---- If the evidence is 

unblemished and beyond all possible criticism and the Court is satisfied that the witness was 

speaking the truth then on his evidence alone conviction can be maintained."  

The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in judgment titled as "Ramesh Krishna Madhusudan 

Nayar Vs State of Maharashtra" reported in 2008 Crl. LJ 1023 upheld 

a conviction under Section 302 IPC based on the sole testimony of a witness. The Court held 

that "on the basis of a solitary evidence conviction can be maintained. It made a reference 

to Section 134 and held that no particular number of witnesses are required to establish the 

case. Conviction can be based on the testimony of a single witness if he is wholly reliable. 

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1438332/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/79334985/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/105430/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/105430/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1891720/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1891720/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1891720/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/784158/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/784158/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1560742/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1560742/
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/838383/
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6. Discussion and observation The Director General, Sindh Judicial 

Academy and Additional I.G attended few sessions and they responded the 

questions of the trainees. Mr. Aftab Pathan, Additional IG suggested that 

outcome of the discussion may be made part of the report. Few points are 

listed as under:  

i. There is need to have some working coordination between investigation 

agencies and district judiciary so that they may make joint efforts to 

expedite a trial. 

ii. A study may be conducted whereby Turkey and Bosnia model may be 

examined and accordingly if find appropriate may be adopted with some 

modification. It was informed by Mr. Aftab Pathan that in few foreign 

jurisdictions prosecutor becomes part of investigation team and he assists 

the police office on technical issues whereas in few jurisdiction magistrate is 

associated and major part of the investigation is conducted in his presence 

and supervision.  

iii. Evidence of the prosecution witness is not recorded on the first date of 

hearing immediately after framing charge and to this regard some 

mechanism need to evolve. Investigation officers were of the view that they 

appear on number of dates but their evidence is not recorded whereas 

judicial officers’ point of view is that the witnesses do not appear upon the 

service of summons and therefore trial is delayed. One of the solution was 

that the Challan sheet should reflect complete addresses, phone numbers 

and email addresses of the witnesses so that they may be called without 

adopting ordinary mode of service.  

iv. Some guidelines are to be formulated for prosecutors and investigators in 

simplified local languages regarding their role as per Code of Criminal 

Procedure, Independent prosecution law and police rules. In this regard 

practice of the Punjab province may be followed. Work done by the Punjab 

was shared with the Principle Training School for translation and 

modification as per our need.  
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v. Use of audio, video recording during investigation as to convert intangible 

evidence into tangible evidence may improve the whole system of 

investigation and trial. This would also control tendency of hostile witnesses. 

7. Trainers assessment:  A structured questionnaire, having 10 questions, was 

designed and accordingly shared with the participants. They were asked to 

fill the questionnaire without mentioning their names. The assessment is 

always treated as guidelines to further improve the training standards. 

Trainees’ responses are as under:  

Trainers’ Assessment  

Police Training Program on Investigation 

.                                                                                              Table I  

 FACULTY MEMBERS AVERAGE 

DR. QAMMARUDDIN BOHRA 40.95 

NUZHAT ARA ALVI 40.43 

DR. RANA KHAN ADVOCATE 40.67 

M. SHAHID SHAFIQ 45.16 

DR. CH. WASIM IQBAL 42.86 

 

The above table reflects participants’ responses towards speakers. This 

would help in house improvement aiming to impart more effective training 

by using adult teaching methods. Above responses reflect that the 

participants appreciated exercises based sessions.    

Trainers’ Assessment Reflection Chart   

 

40.95 40.43 40.67

45.16

42.86

DR. 
QAMMARUDDIN 

BOHRA

NUZHAT ARA ALVI DR. RANA KHAN 
ADVOCATE

M. SHAHID 
SHAFIQ

DR. CH. WASIM 
IQBAL

Average
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Important cases 

 

i. Delay in FIR 

 

ii. Evidence of Police Officer  

 

iii. Solitary evidence 

 

iv. Circumstantial evidence  

 

v. Refusal of bail 

 

vi. Confessional statement  

 

vii. Identification parade  

 

 

 


